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Cifizens’ Inifiafives for Communal Harmony CCICH) is a voluntary initiative that commenced in 
2006, after communal riots af Cunchorem Sanvordem, in order fo contribube in an organised way, 
as civil society, fo the prevention and effective redressal of grievances about communal violence. 
Since then, CICH has boon inolred in popular education, sensitization, peace building, enabling 
cifizens’ rights. 

Many newspapers reported that on 10" April, 2022, there were ‘clashes’ in Goa ‘befween two 
religious’ groups which lod to FIRs boing registered and arvests effected. Similar incidents have 
Geen reported in various parts of India. 

Uhile Goa has seen instances of communal violence in the past, there is now a systemic 
and Stake BOP led governments towards creating a Hindu Rashtra by increasing the precarity of 
instigation in Goa, as af the OU Sancoale Church Fronkispicce, these latest incidents of 108h of 
April 2022, could no€ be ignored. 

Hence in onder fo investigate the incident in Goa and understand if in context of the violence across 
fhe country on Ram Navami, CICH decided fo constitube a fack finding committee comprising of 
secular citizens, to understand exactly what happened, to delve into the cineumstances which caused 
these incidents, to ascertain the role of the State in provention and vedressal, and to give 
such incidents in the future. 

The fact-finding foam consisting of educafionist and architec Tallulah D'Silva, human rights 
layer Adv. Seranga Ugalmugle, independent rescarcher Cimita Kanchar, and human vights 
acivist and convenor of CICH Adv. De. Cibertina Clmeida, has prepared this report, which 
Cifizens’ Inifiakives for Communal Harmony endorses. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Hindu festival of Ram Navami took a 
new turn in Goa this year. For the first 
time, the festival witnessed a ‘Ram 
Navami Shobha Yatra’, which was a big 
rally by Goan standards through 
Mormugao taluka, ostensibly to mark the 
festival on 10th April, 2022. However, 
instead of news of religious celebrations of 
the festival, what hit the headlines the next 
morning was news of “clashes between 
Hindus and Muslims” - near a mosque in 
Islampur, Vasco, and subsequently near 
Vasco Police station. The reports indicated 
that there was an allegation of stone 
pelting on the rally near a mosque in 
Islampur, following which participants of 
the ‘Shobha Yatra’ ran to the mosque and 
attempted to enter it. They were reported 
as using aggressive sloganeering outside 
the mosque, and threatening the Muslims 
in the area. There was also news of 
subsequent clashes outside the police 
station on the same night. The reports 
suggested that 3 First Information Reports 
(FIRs) were lodged, and thirteen_people 
were arrested, and also that the two police 
officers in charge of the situation at Vasco 
on that day - Deputy Superintendent of 
Police (DySP) Salim Sheikh and Vasco 
Police Inspector (Pl) Nitin Halarnkar — 
were transferred the very next day. 


Similar reports, some speaking of much 
worse violence, were reported in over six 
states (Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Delhi, 
Maharashtra) in India on that day. Ram 
Navami Shobha Yatras were organised in 
all these states, and the news reports 
suggested that the religious processions 
turned into provocative marches with 
aggressive sloganeering as they passed 


near Muslim places of worship. This was 
then followed by violent incidents in which 
the victims were largely Muslim. This 
violence was however blamed not on any 
aggression on the part of rallyists, but 
supposed stone-pelting on the rallies by 
Muslims. 


With such a brief on the incidents through 
news reports, we started the fact-finding 
investigation on the Ram _ Navami 
incidents, and their aftermath, in Goa. 


Methodology 


The basic methodology followed, while 
investigating the incidents connected to 
the Ram Navami Shobha Yatra of Vasco 
on 10th April, 2022, was first to survey the 
actual sites of the events, including the 
route of the Yatra. And second, to 
interview all those connected to the 
events, either as participants of the rally, 
witnesses of the events of the day or 
connected events. It also _ included 
interviewing authorities responsible for the 
maintenance of law and order as well as 
some legislators/elected representatives. 


The investigation began with a scan of the 
mainstream and social media reports of 
the incidents, from where an 
understanding was obtained of the main 
incidents that had taken place. This also 
helped us identify some of the people 
involved in, or related to, the incidents. 
Following this, we visited the sites of the 
incidents. The third and longest step was 
the interviews which we started on 25th 
April. The various — individuals/groups 
interviewed included: organisers and 
participants of the Yatra; the authorities 
responsible for maintaining law and order, 
for giving permissions for the Yatra, and 
for the investigation and follow-up after the 


incidents; and the local people who 
witnessed the incidents. Interviews were 
also carried out with functionaries of 
temples in and around Vasco city. We also 
interviewed the local elected 
representatives as they are accountable to 
the people of Goa for maintenance of 
peace, harmony and_ security. The 
interviews were semi structured and most 
of them were conducted in person. 
Permissions were sought to record them. 
Interviewees have been quoted in the 
report only where express permission for 
the same was granted. The final step was 
to collate the information gathered and 
write the report. 


The people involved with the Ram Navami 
Shobha Yatra were asked about the aim of 
the Yatra, its organisation and financing, 
the invitations issued, the identity and 
number of participants, the vehicles used, 
the slogans shouted and the music 
played, and the details of the route: the 
permitted route, the actual start, the actual 
end, the diversions and the causes for the 
same; and, finally, the details of the 
reported communal clashes. 


The authorities and elected 
representatives were questioned about 
the events of the day and the aftermath: 
the permissions given to the Yatra, the 
basis of the permission, and whether the 
rules laid out in the permission were 
followed; the diversions made in the route 
and the causes for them; the roles played 
by them in/during the rally, the action 
taken during the rally and during the 
clashes at the Aqsa Masjid, and at the 
Vasco Police Station; the FIRs_ filed, 
persons arrested, and other follow-up 
action taken; and the government vision 
and plans for how to prevent communal 
violence and maintain peace in the future. 
Despite repeated efforts from us to meet 
with the Chief Minister, Pramod Sawant 
and BJP MLA from Dabolim, Mauvin 


Godinho, we were not given appointments 
by them. 


Residents of Islampur (of different faiths), 
and of other areas in and around Vasco, 
were questioned about what they had 
witnessed during the rally and afterwards, 
their opinions of the incidents, and their 
suggestions for the future. Functionaries 
of temples in and around Vasco, and 
members of Hindu organisations, were 
questioned about the details of the 
incidents connected to the Yatra, their own 
involvement in the Yatra and anything that 
they might know about it, their opinions of 
the incidents, and their suggestions for 
maintaining peace. Members of Muslim 
and Catholic organisations were asked 
about the details of the incidents during 
the rally and afterwards, their opinions of 
the incidents, and their role/suggestions 
for maintaining peace. 


The people interviewed include: 


Organisers, supporters and 
participants of the rally: Rajiv Jha (the 
applicant for permission for the rally, who 
identified himself as National Vice 
president of Kesariya Hindu Vahini), 
Jayesh Naik (participant and temple 
president of Shri Swami Samarth Temple), 
Ganesh Lamani (participant and member 
of All India Banjara Seva Sangh), Krishna 
Daji Salkar (Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MLA Vasco constituency, who flagged off 
the rally), Narendra Sawaikar (General 
Secretary of Bharatiya Janata Party, and 
ex-MP, South Goa, participant at the start 
of the rally), Deepak Naik (participant, 
Block president, Vasco BJP, and 
Councillor in the Vasco Municipality for the 
Islampur ward), Ramesh Bingi (participant 
and complainant in one of the three First 
Information Reports (FIR) filed at Vasco 
Police station), Damodar Naik (participant 
and complainant in another FIR), 


Shivappa Patil (participant), Shivanand 
Bingi (participant), Sachit Naik (supporter). 


Authorities: Jaspal Singh (DGP), 
Dataram Gauns Dessai (Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate, Mormugao), Nilesh Rane 
(DySP and SDPO Mormugao), Shekhar 
Prabhudesai (SP Headquarters), Nidhin 
Valsan(Special Branch), Raghunath 
Faldesai (Mamlatdar and _ Executive 
Magistrate of Mormugao), Jennifer Arez, 
(Jt. Mamlatdar-| and Executive Magistrate 
of Mormugao), Anand Shirodkar (acting PI 
at Vasco PS), N. Halarnkar (former PI, 
since transferred), Diego Gracias (PI 
Verna Police Station), Salim Sheikh 
(former DySP and SDPO, Mormugao, 
since transferred). 


Elected representatives and members 
of political parties: Krishna Daji Salkar 
(Bharatiya Janata Party MLA Vasco 
constituency), Kiran Naik (BJP), Deepak 
Naik (BJP Councillor, | Mormugao 
Municipal Council), Sankalp Amonkar 
(Indian National Congress MLA, 
Mormugao constituency), Nazir Khan 
(Head of Minority Cell, INC), Antonio Vas 
(Independent MLA, Cortalim 
constituency), Narendra Sawaikar (BJP 
General Secretary and ex-MP, South 
Goa), Raju Nambiar (BJP, State 
Convenor, South India Cell). 


Members of Muslim organisations: 
Members of Popular Front of India (PFI), 
and of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind. 


Hindu§ temple’ functionaries and 
associates: Priest of Ram _ Temple, 
Varnapuri; president of Kapreshwar 
Temple at Belabai; Shrikant Sawaikar, 
priest of Shantadurga Temple _ at 
Sancoale; Sandeep Naik, president of 
Shantadurga Temple Committee; staff of 
Shantadurga Temple at Sancoale; Temple 
president and committee members of Shri 


Ram Vishwakarma Sansthan, 


Mestavaddo. 


Mosque functionaries and associates: 
Imam Ismail of Aqsa Masjid; Iqbal 
Mohiddin, Trustee of Masjid-e-Noor. 


Church functionaries: Fr. Kenneth Teles, 
Parish priest of Church of Our Lady of 
Health, Sancoale; Mr. Elesbao Vaz, 
Sancoale Church Fabrica president and 
Edwin Fernandes, member of Sancoale 
Church Fabrica and an invitee to the 
Peace Committee meeting. 


Local People: Ashraf Shaikh 
(complainant in the third FIR registered at 
Vasco Police Station), residents of 
Islampur and other places of Vasco, 
residents of Sancoale village where the 
Ram Navami Shobha Yatra began, and 
other parts of Mormugao _ Taluka, 
especially along or near the route of the 
rally. Many of them requested that their 
names be not revealed. Tara Kerkar, a 
former MMC Councillor and an invitee to 
the Peace Committee meeting. 


INCIDENTS OF 10th April, 2022, AND THE AFTERMATH 


1. Before the Rally: Permissions 
and Preparations 


The Ram Navami Shobha Yatra on 10th 
April, 2022, in Mormugao was the first big 
Ram Navami rally in Goa, according to 
authorities. Permission was taken for a 
1000-strong procession using 
‘two-wheelers and four-wheelers’. Three 
applications for permission were received 
by the Verna Police station, of which the 
application by Rajiv Jha - of the Kesariya 
Hindu» Vahini (KHV) - was granted 
permission. Rajiv Jha claimed that the 
rally had support of all Hindu 
organisations of Goa, namely - “Vishva 
Hindu Parishad, Mission Modi Again (later 
corrected as Human Rights 
Organisations), Hindu. Maha Raksha 
Aghadi (headed by Velingkar), temple 
presidents like Jayesh Naik who got a lot 
of people along, Rashtriya Bajrang Dal, et 
al.” He also claimed that a donation was 
received from Dabolim MLA, Mauvin 
Godinho. We were unable to confirm this 
since the MLA did not meet with us. 


The permission was sought and granted 
for the following route, as quoted in the 
application (obtained by one of the 
interviewees under RTI) - “Upas Nagar 
ground to Housing Board, Birla, Zari (sic), 
MES college, Dabolim  Varnapuri, 
Mangoor, Baina, Belabaim to end at Vasco 
Railway Station”. 


A route diagram was included in the 
application and is reproduced below. 


*Source: Copy of a RTI reply. 


The justification given by the police for 
giving a favourable say on the application 
of the rally organiser to the Deputy 
Collector was that it was a religious 
celebration. ‘How can we stop religious 
processions?’ asked a police officer we 
interviewed. ‘Even Catholics and Muslims 
hold their religious processions,’ he 
added. 


But interviews with those involved in the 
rally, including political leaders of the BJP, 
elected representatives among them, 
made it clear that the basic idea behind 
the rally was of Hindu solidarity and show 
of power. Some participants in the rally — 
of Karnataka origin and residents of 
Zuari-Birla (Goa) locality — who spoke of 


themselves as co-organisers, told us that 
they had organised a ‘Ram Rath Yatra’ 
rally in 2021 in Vasco, Goa. That rally was 
connected to the building of the new 
Ayodhya temple on the site of the 
destroyed Babri Masjid; receipt books for 
fund-collection for the temple had arrived 
from Ayodhya, they said, and the rally was 
organised to mark the occasion. It was at 
that 2021 rally, they claimed, that they 
decided to organise this Shobha Yatra on 
Ram Navami in 2022. Meanwhile, local 
leaders of the BJP and the organisers and 
some participants of the rally stated that 
the many anti-CAA rallies in Goa including 
three in Vasco two years ago, had been 
organised ‘by Muslims’ as a show of their 
power, and it was time for Hindus to assert 
themselves with a show of strength. 


The invitations for the rally on social media 
also contained similar kinds of messages, 
describing it as an occasion to assert 
Hindu-ekta (unity). One of the many 
Whatsapp messages said - “ghar ghar 
bhagwa chhayega. Ram Rajya fir aayega. 
Ek hi naara ek hi naam. Jai Shri Ram Jai 
Shri Ram". The message _ particularly 
called upon Hindus in Goa to gather for 
the Ram Navami celebration to garner 
solidarity towards Hindus fighting for 
reclaiming Vijayadurga Temple from 
“Christrian missionaries” who have 
“illegally” claimed the land as ‘Frontispiece 
of Sancoale Church’. Some of the rally 
organisers denied their involvement with 
this whatsapp message and said it was 
sent by Jayesh Naik. Incidentally, Jayesh 
Naik has an FIR registered against him at 
Verna Police station for his involvement in 
the disturbances at the Old Sancoale 
Church Frontispiece. 


It is also noteworthy that the organiser of 
the rally, Rajiv Jha, who identified himself 
as the National Vice president of the 
Kesariya Hindu Vahini, has a history of 
communal social media posts and with at 
least one criminal case against him in 


Goa. Jha, formerly represented the 
Rashtriya Hindu Yuva Vahini’s Goa unit. A 
complaint was even lodged against him by 
an_assistant Professor of a law college in 
Goa for threatening her for free speech. 
Despite this, no necessary background 
check was done of the organiser and 
permission was given to the rally. It is 
evident, from all the above, that the rally 
was anything but a mere religious 
procession. 


2. During the Rally 


Although permission for the rally had been 
granted along a specified route, the actual 
rally on 10th April, 2022 took a different 
route. To begin with, the rally did not start 
at Upas Nagar, as mentioned in the 
permission, but from the Shantadurga 
temple in Sancoale. Participants were 
informed via Whatsapp messages about 
the starting point of the rally as 
Shantadurga temple. Rajiv Jha, the rally 
organiser, himself told us that the rally 
started at Shantadurga temple. According 
to observers at the temple, including the 
president of the temple committee, 
Sandeep Naik, people and vehicles began 
gathering outside the temple for the rally 
from 2 pm in the afternoon, and the crowd 
on the road grew so large that they were 
blocking traffic. There was also no police 
in sight, he claimed. So the temple 
committee allowed some of the rallyists to 
enter the temple premises, including a 
4-wheeler vehicle made up into a tall ‘rath’ 
(chariot). Among the prominent people 
present were the BJP’s Vasco MLA 
Krishna Salkar, former BJP South Goa MP 
Narendra Sawaikar, BJP Councillor 
Tulsidas Naik, ex-panch Ramakant 
Borkar, along with Rajiv Jna and Jayesh 
Naik. Participants from the Birla area, 
including Damodar Naik, Ramesh Bingi 
and Shivappa Patil, were also present. A 
puja was carried out near the rath, within 
the precincts of the temple and then the 


rally was flagged off. The temple president 
said that the flagging off was done by 
Sawaikar, while MLA Krishna Salkar said 
that he and Sawaikar jointly did it, after 
which they both left. Sawaikar confirmed 
his presence on the spot but claimed to 
forget doing the flagging off. 
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Image from news report of Narendra 
Sawaikar, Jayesh Naik, MLA Krishna 
Daji Salkar, etc. at Shantadurga Temple 
on 10th April, 2022. 


The rally, which was described as about 
200-300 strong outside the temple, left 
after about an hour and proceeded to 
Upas Nagar, where the numbers swelled 
(police say 200-500, while the participants 
claim anything from 1000 to 7000) with 
bikes and four-wheelers, carrying saffron 
flags and shouting slogans, along with a 
music system. Members of the police 
force, who accompanied the rally from 
Upas Nagar, did not make any objection to 
the ‘rath’ though no permission was taken 
for such a vehicle. 


The rally passed by at least three 
mosques on its way. According to local 
people and the police, the bikers of the 
rally slowed down near Minar Masjid in 
Zuarinagar for at least 10-15 minutes, 
honking the horns of their bikes and 
chanting loud slogans. Further, at a 
mosque near MES college - Masjid-e-noor 
— a similar incident took place. It must be 
noted here that this was also the time of 
Ramzan where the Muslims fast through 


the day and break their fast in the evening 
after offering prayers in the mosque. The 
police claim that they prevented the 
rallyists from deliberately stopping at the 
mosques, shouting slogans, and playing 
loud music there. One participant of the 
rally, Damodar Durgadas Naik, confirmed 
the loud slogans and waving of saffron 
flags outside the mosques, explaining it 
away as just the natural enthusiasm of 
youngsters (bhurge) in the rally; he said 
that the police told them to stop and he 
was able to control the situation at once. 
Similar loud sloganeering, music, and 
honking was heard by worshippers at the 
Sancoale church, where a Palm Sunday 
service was being conducted, when the 
rally passed by there. 


Image of Ram Navami rallyists outside 
Masjid-e-noor taken from video footage 
from inside the masjid as provided to 
the fact finding team by one of the 
interviewees. 


The second diversion from the given route 
happened towards the end, when the rally 
entered the Islampur locality which was 
not part of the approved route notified by 
the office of the Deputy Collector. Here, 


however, the decision to divert was taken 
apparently by the police since the rath 
was too tall to pass under the railway 
bridge and railway digging work was in 
progress. Although, the rally organiser(s) 
would have known that the rath would not 
be able to pass through the underpass 
because of the height of the rath. The 
same behaviour of loud slogan-shouting 
was reported when the rally passed 
through the diverted route into Islampur. 
Here, however, things took a different turn. 
It is alleged by some participants of the 
rally that stones were pelted at the rally by 
Muslims in the area. 


The incident apparently began when most 
of the rally had passed through Islampur 
and reached the end point. Local people 
saw the rally ending and participants 
began to disperse, when suddenly news 
arrived of some stone pelting near the 
Aqsa Masjid mosque. Initially the rallyists 
claimed that stones were pelted from the 
mosque itself, but — because the masjid is 
about 150 mts away from the main road 
and also uphill along a winding lane, and it 
is thus impossible for stones to reach from 
there to the main road where the rally 
passed - this narrative was changed. It 
was then said that the stones were pelted 
by some Muslims in the locality, who then 
ran to the Masjid and hid inside. If this was 
indeed the case, the rallyists should have 
immediately complained to the police 
officers who were accompanying the rally. 


Instead, some 25-30 men arrived at the 
entrance of the mosque. They did not use 
the vehicular road to the mosque from the 
main Islampur road, but ran up via the 
small pedestrian pathways between 
houses, which raises the doubt whether 
they had even been with the rally when it 
passed through Islampur. It also shows 
some pre-knowledge of the area and thus 
also some planning. 


On their way up to the mosque, they 
allegedly beat up two young men, one of 
them on the vehicular road to the mosque, 
the other a youth with disability from the 
locality, who was beaten up on the 
pedestrian path to the mosque and left 
injured, with bleeding in his left ear. 
Participants in the rally have confirmed 
both these assaults, claiming that the rally 
members were ‘naturally’ angry about the 
‘stone-pelting’. The rally members then 
allegedly tried to enter the mosque with 
their saffron flags. While their entry into 
the mosque is disputed, there is video 
evidence of the rally members standing 
right at the entrance of the mosque and 
chanting loud slogans of ‘Jai Shri Ram’. 
This was at the time when the worshippers 
were offering namaz inside the mosque. 
More rallyists joined the original group, 
until a big group of 100-150 persons were 
gathered outside the masjid. There was 
commotion, slogan-shouting, and scuffles 
there for about 30-40 minutes, as video 
recordings by locals on their camera 
phones show. The Muslims in the area 
claim that there were slogans like 
“Muslims are terrorists’ and “Go to 
Pakistan”, as well as calls to beat them up. 
The members of the rally do not deny that 
they gathered in front of the mosque, but 
insist it was only to demand that those 
who pelted stones come out. 


Image of rallyists outside the Aqsa 
Masjid, Islampur as seen through 
videos shared by local residents. 


The question however remains - why did 
the rally participants not complain to the 
police, if stones were indeed pelted? What 
warranted the need to chant Hindu 
religious slogans as well as abusive 
slogans outside the mosque during the 
time of prayer (namaaz)? 


Two police officers, one of them being PI 
Halarnkar, the then in-charge of the Vasco 
police station, reached the mosque within 
a few minutes of the rally participants’ 
arrival. They attempted to calm down the 
situation and keep the rallyists from 
entering the mosque. Soon after this, 
DySP Salim Sheikh also reached the site 
and is said to have controlled the situation 
on the spot. The local people are 
unanimous that, if it wasn’t for the police, 
the situation could have easily worsened. 


3. At the Police station 


Once the rallyists had dispersed from the 
mosque, many local people from Islampur 
went to the Vasco police station to make a 
complaint. Soon, a large number of 
organisation functionaries and _ elected 
representatives also found their way there, 
some of them called by the police. They 
included Vasco BJP MLA, Krishna Daji 
Salkar; Vasco BJP president and 
councillor, Deepak Naik; Congress MLA of 
Mormugao, Sankalp Amonkar; Councillor 
of ward no.7, Ramchandra Kamat; Jose 
Philip, former MLA of Vasco, Nazir Khan, 
president of Congress Minority 
Department; and also members of Popular 
Front of India (PFI). It has been pointed 
out by many people present there that 
Satish Dhond, BJP organising secretary of 
BJP Goa, also popularly referred to as 
super CM for the power he wields within 
the BJP, was also present outside the 
police station.. 


Even as a crowd gathered at the police 
station, there was yet another clash not far 
away. Some participants of the rally had 
passed by on their scooters, and were 
stopped and beaten up on the road. The 
rallyists insisted that the bikers were just 
going quietly home but were _ brutally 
assaulted by ‘Muslims’. The 
largely-Muslim crowd gathered outside the 
police station said that the bikers had 
shouted provocative slogans and honked 
loudly while passing, instigating some 
youth to start a fight. Given that this 
happened very close to the police station 
the situation was controlled by the police 
soon, notably again under the supervision 
of DySP Shaikh and PI Halarnkar. 


Following this, three FIRs were registered 
at the Vasco Police Station concerning the 
incidents on the Ram Navami Rally. 


e FIR 39/2022 was registered on the 
complaint of Damodar Naik against 
unknown persons for “deliberately 
pelting stones on Rath Yatra with 
intent to outrage religious feelings by 
insulting the Hindu religion and also 
causing bleeding injuries to the 
complainant.” The Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) sections in the FIR pertain to 
outraging religious feelings and 
voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous 
means. The Complainant told us that 
the stones were pelted from a 
madarsa which was adjacent to the 
Aqsa Masjid. [The only structure that 
could be identified as a madarsa, 
close to the mosque, is actually even 
further away from the main road; it is 
not possible to even see the road from 
there.| And therefore he and 5-6 
others from the rally ran up along the 
road towards the masjid, but met some 
youth along the way, one of whom the 
others beat up.. He said that there was 
no attempt to enter the mosque; one of 
their own members, Babu Yadav, 
stopped them at the entrance. After 


that they only demanded that the 
stone-pelters come out; finally, the 
police came and made them leave. 
But when asked whether he had been 
questioned by the police for his 
presence at the mosque, he suddenly 
claimed that he only stopped the 
assault on the youth and returned with 
the others to the main Islampur road 
below, without going to the mosque at 
all; the people who went to the 
mosque were, he said, ‘our second 
unit’ who went up by the pedestrian 
paths, though he did not explain what 
exactly this ‘unit’ was. The 
complainant did not name any of the 
alleged stone pelters and claimed that 
the police later identified them through 
the CCTV footage. 


FIR 40/2022 was registered on the 
complaint of Ashraf Sheikh against 
Babu Yadav and others for unlawful 
assembly “in furtherance to their 
common object of criminally 
trespassing into the Masjid e Aqsa, at 
Islampur’. It states that they “started 
chanting slogans such as “Jai Shri 
Ram’ and ‘Muslims are terrorists’ 
thereby hurting the religious 
sentiments of the muslim community 
and further hurled abuses at the 
people in Masjid further assaulted 
...With fist blow and kicks...” The IPC 
sections applied in the said FIR pertain 
to charges of unlawful assembly, 
rioting, outraging religious feelings, 
insult intended to provoke breach of 
peace, causing hurt, assault, criminal 
trespass and criminal intimidation. One 
of the victins mentioned in the 
complaint told us that he was on his 
way to the mosque for prayers, when 
rally members came rushing up and hit 
him before he could get out of the way. 
He was hit, he thinks, with the pole of 
one of their saffron flags, and lay on 
the road for some time, before going to 


the mosque and witnessing the 
commotion there. 


e FIR 41/2022 was registered on the 
complaint of Ramesh Bingi against the 
“accused for unlawful assembly and in 
furtherance to their common object, to 
wrongfully restrain the complainant 
along with Shivapa Patil while they 
were proceeding from Vasco on their 
scooter and further abused and 
assaulted the complainant and Patil 
with fist blows and kicks on their body 
causing bleeding injuries.” IPC 
sections applied here include charges 
of unlawful assembly, _ rioting, 
voluntarily causing hurt, wrongful 
restraint, insult intended to provoke 
breach of peace. The complainant told 
us that the assault was halted not just 
by the cops but also by many of the 
Muslims present there. They did not 
recognise or name any of the 
assaulters, but said that the police 
later identified them from the CCTV 
footage, since this happened outside 
the Police Station. 


4. Following the incident 


A delegation composed of Rajiv Jha, 
Nirmesh Tyagi, Suman Sharma, and a few 
others were able to get an appointment to 
meet with the Chief Minister (CM) of Goa 
the very next day. They told the press later 
that they had sought immediate arrests for 
the alleged stone pelting at the mosque, 
and the assault near the police station, 
and the CM had promised action within 24 
hours. Representations were also made 
by PFI and ‘Concerned Citizens of 
Muslims’ seeking action against the 
members of the rally who assembled in a 
threatening manner at the Aqsa Masjid, 
and also assaulted individuals in the 
locality. (Copies of representations are 
annexed to the report.) 


Subsequently, thirteen people were 
arrested and released on bail; all of them 
belong to the Muslim community, and all 
were arrested in connection with the FIR 
on the assault of rallyists near the Vasco 
police station. No members of the Ram 
Navami rally have been arrested so far. 
Some of them have however been issued 
notices under section 41 of CrPC. 


On 11th April, 2022, less than 24 hours 
after the incident on Ram  Navami, the 
DySP on duty at Vasco, Salim Sheikh, and 
the PI in charge of Vasco Police Station, 
Nitin Halarnkar, were transferred. 


A week after the incident, ie. on the 17th 
of April 2022, a meeting was organised at 
the Zee Square hall, Vasco. A whatsapp 
invite for the meeting suggests that it was 
a meeting called upon by the ‘nationalists’ 
who organised the Shobha Yatra against 
the ‘anti nationals' who had thrown stones 
at it. An image of the same is reproduced 
below. 
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Image of the whatsapp invite as shared 
with the fact-finding team by one of the 
interviewees. 


Essentially this was a meeting inviting 
Hindu organisations to condemn the 


alleged “attack” by Muslims and to assert 
the “strength of nationalists”. 


Among those who attended the meeting 
were the MLA of Vasco, Krishna Daji 
Salkar of the BJP, and the MLA of 
Mormugao, Sankalp Amonkar of the 
Congress. While Amonkar said he only 
arrived at the end of the meeting, Salkar 
admitted to his presence but evaded all 
questions about the issues raised and 
decisions taken there. Other participants 
were also evasive. 


However, we were informed by other 
interviewees that a resolution was passed 
at this meeting and a representation was 
made to the Deputy Collector, Mormugao. 
We received one page of the said 
representation during our _ interviews, 
though we were not able to verify the 
authenticity of the said representation. 


The language used in this representation 
is worth noting. It says, “...that such 
attacks will not be viewed with patience 
and restraint we Hindus have exhibited in 
the past...” It further states that “..in future 
(such acts) will be dealt with in a manner 
befitting an appropriate response”. If the 
said representation is true, the 
government ought to take cognizance of 
the usage of such threatening language to 
the administration, which suggests that 
these organisations are even willing to 
take law into their own hands. 
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ROLE OF THE STATE 


“The maintenance of communal harmony, and the prevention/avoidance of 
communal disturbances/riots and, in the event of any such disturbances 
occurring, action to control the same and measures to provide protection and 


relief to the affected persons, 


Governments’. 


The primary responsibility to maintain 
communal harmony and prevent any 
violent incidents, attacks, or abuse lies 
with the State. 10th of April was a day of 
religious observances across faiths in 
Goa, with the Hindu festival of Ram 
Navami, the Christrian celebration of Palm 
Sunday mass and the Passion of the Lord 
procession, and the Muslim observance of 
the Ramzan month. Given the same, the 
administration was expected to ensure 
that all communities were able to 
celebrate their religious festivals 
peacefully. Here we shall look at both the 
preventive and remedial actions, and 
inactions, of the State. 
1. Preventive actions and 
inactions 


The permission for a rally is to be sought 
from the Deputy Commissioner (also 
designated as the Sub __ Divisional 
Magistrate), who is supposed to seek the 
opinions of concerned police stations 
before granting it. In the instant case, the 
proposed rally was to pass through the 
jurisdiction of Verna, Vasco, and Harbour 
police stations. All three police stations 
gave a no-objection certification to the 
proposed rally, but specified a route and 
other conditions (mostly to do with traffic 
management). The specified route, as 
mentioned earlier, began at Upas nagar. 


is a prime responsibility of the State 


Guidelines on Communal Harmony, 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, GOI 


2008 


The rally however — started from 
Shantadurga temple at Sancoale. Despite 
the same, no action was taken by the 
police present, and the organisers were 
allowed to proceed with the rally. They 
were also allowed to proceed with the 
‘rath’, a tall built-up vehicle resembling a 
chariot, for which there was _ no 
permission. 


In the days before the rally, as mentioned 
in the first section above, Whatsapp 
messages began circulating inviting ‘all 
Hindus’ to join the rally in large numbers, 
with one of the invitations declaring that 
the rally was aimed at the Old Sancoale 
Church Frontispiece, which has been the 
site of communal propaganda and 
incitement to violence by _ Hindutva 
elements in the recent past. But no action 
was taken against those who _ had 
circulated this message, nor was the 
permission for the rally cancelled. The 
only action taken was to depute an 
Executive Magistrate of Mormugao at the 
Frontispiece on the day of the rally, 
ostensibly with the aim of reporting and 
stopping any trouble there. 


Different authorities gave us_ different 
rationales with regards to the change in 
route or explanations regarding where the 
rally actually started and ended. For 
instance, DySP and SDPO Nilesh Rane 
initially accepted that the rally started 


11 


from Shantadurga temple, but later 
insisted that it started from Upasnagar, 
and it was only some participants who 
might have started out from Shantadurga 
and joined the rally at Upasnagar. 


It is pertinent to note that permission for 
public programmes is not always granted, 
even for much smaller affairs. The 
decisions are often arbitrary. For example, 
the public protest on 2nd July 2022 at 
Margao against the arrest of Teesta 
Setalvad, organised by various human 
rights activists and organisations, was not 
granted permission, due to objections by 
the Fatorda police. 


We are thus left with many questions 
which remain unanswered - Why was the 
permission granted for a Hindu ‘religious’ 
rally of this unprecedented magnitude to 
pass by three mosques and one church 
during Ramzan and Passion Sunday? 
Why was no action taken against those 
whose invitations to the rally clearly 
suggested attempts of creating trouble at 
the Old Sancoale Church Frontispiece? 
Why was the rath allowed without 
permission? Why was the route changed 
at the last moment? Why has no inquiry 
been initiated against the organisers of the 
rally, when their rally resulted in violence 
and communal instigation? 


2. Remedial 
inactions 


actions and 


After an incident of this nature there is an 
obligation on the State to ascertain the 
cause and ascribe accountability for the 
violence. 


2.1 Transfer of concerned police 
officers 


The first major action that appears to have 
been taken by the State, after the FIRs 


were filed, was to transfer the then DySP 
and PI of Vasco Police station - Salim 
Sheikh and Nitin Halarnkar. The transfer of 
police officers actually falls under the 
purview of the Board of Police 
Establishment. As per the directives by the 
Supreme Court of India, in the case of 
Prakash Singh v. Union of India (2006) 8 
SCC _ 1, a departmental body called the 
Police Establishment Board, comprising 
the Director General of Police and four 
other senior officers of the Department is 
mandated to decide on the transfers, 
postings of officers of and below the rank 
of Deputy Superintendent of Police; and 
the State Government may interfere with 
decision of the Board in exceptional cases 
only after recording its reasons for doing 
SO. 


It normally would take some time for the 
Board to arrive at a decision to transfer. 
However, the said transfer happened 
overnight, and less than 24 hours after the 
disturbances connected to the Shobha 
Yatra. The Superintendent of Police (HQ) 
told us he issued the transfer order on the 
direction of DGP, while the DGP admitted 
that he cleared the transfer himself; it was 
an ‘internal matter’, he said dismissively at 
first. But when pressed he added that 
‘operational precautions’ had not been 
taken in the 10th April incident. While it 
may well be true, what was the urgency to 
transfer these officers without due 
process? Given the fact that the efforts of 
the two officers in preventing the situation 
from escalating had been widely 
appreciated, the abruptness of their 
transfer resulted in many questions from 
the public (to us) and doubts about the 
intentions of the government. 


Participants in the rally, including the 
organiser Rajiv Jha and Jayesh Naik, 
were very critical of the then DySP Salim 
Sheikh. Rajiv Jha, in fact, revealed that he 
demanded of the CM to urgently take 
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action against Salim Sheikh. The 
delegation comprising Jha and others who 
met with the CM on the 11th, claimed that 
the CM assured them of action within 24 
hours. It was on 11th evening itself, i.e. 
within 24 hours, that the said police 
officers were transferred. And shortly after 
the transfers, and the new appointments 
of DySP Nilesh Rane and PI Kapil Naik, 
thirteen Muslim youth were arrested for 
the assault near the Police Station. This 
raises more questions regarding the 
transfer - Is the CM, as the head of Goa 
government, acting at the behest of the 
rally organisers? 
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Image of Rajiv Jha, Nirmesh Tyagi and 
others after they met with Chief Minister 
Sawant as shown in news reports. 


2.2 Unequal treatment of accused 


As stated earlier, three FIRS were filed in 
the case at the Vasco Police Station. The 
first was against ‘stone-pelters’. The 
second was against those who had 
beaten up a disabled youth and then 
created a commotion at the Aqsa mosque. 
The third was against those who had 
assaulted two rallyists near the Vasco 
Police Station. 


A total of thirteen persons were arrested, 
all of them on the basis of the 3rd FIR and 
all of them Muslim. When we asked about 
the 2nd FIR, various police officers (DySP 


Rane, the DIG and also the SP South) all 
told us that they were investigating and 
arrests are not necessary under these 
charges. The question about the 2nd FIR 
is especially pertinent because there are 
multiple videos showing the commotion at 
the mosque and also people in the mob 
creating the commotion. It is thus 
surprising that the police have not been 
able to identify the people responsible 
when they can be seen clearly in the 
videos. In contrast, for the assault near 
Vasco Police Station, they conveniently 
and promptly managed to identify thirteen 
supposed assailants, all from Muslim 
community. Further, if arrests are not 
required under these charges, why were 
the thirteen arrested? Is this not clear bias 
being displayed against members of the 
Muslim community? 


2.3 Token Peace Committees and 
obscure exterment processes 


The Superintendent of Police (South) told 
us that peace committee meetings are 
being regularly organised as preventive 
measures. News media also reported 
about the Peace Committee formed by 
DySP Rane in Vasco. However, Rane 
himself told us that he has only started the 
process of setting up a Peace Committee 
via preliminary meetings with citizens; it 
has not yet even been appointed. When 
asked about the mandate of the 
committee and if any _— operating 
procedures (SoP) were decided for the 
same, he said these too were in the 
process of being framed. It is now three 
months since the April 10th incidents, but 
the purported Peace Committee is still 
only in the process of being composed. 
Even interactions with some of the invitees 
to the DySP’s_ preliminary meetings 
highlighted the perfunctory nature of the 
meetings. It is evident that the 
administration hasn’t taken steps with any 
sense of urgency. 
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Responding to steps taken by the 
administration for preventing communal 
disharmony, the SP (South) also told us 
that externment proceedings have been 
initiated against certain persons, on the 
charge of inciting communal disharmony, 
and that an order regarding the same is 
expected shortly. He did not reveal 
anything more on the issue, not even the 
identity of the persons, except that they 
were from ‘different communities’. But, as 
such, externment proceedings raise 
serious questions regarding discretionary 
powers of the executive and arbitrariness 
of the same. With broad and vague 
provisions for determining whose 
externment is to be sought, there is a high 
chance of arbitrary exercise of these 
powers against minorities and other 
vulnerable sections of the society. 


2.4 Opacity of police investigation 


There is no transparency about the police 
investigations. The number of persons 
arrested in connection with each FIR was 
not made public. We found out that the 
police had only issued a notice under 
section 41 Cr.P.C. to the accused in FIR 
40/2022, i.e. the complaint made against 
the crowd of Ram Navami rallyists who 
assembled at the mosque, even though 
there are video recordings of the 
hullabaloo circulating in the social media 
sphere. But thirteen persons, all of them 
young Muslim men, have been arrested so 
far in the complaint filed against people 
who had assaulted the two bikers from the 
rally. The police at every rung of the ladder 
kept reminding us that it is not compulsory 
to arrest an accused, but there was no 
cogent explanation about why these 
thirteen had been arrested. In_ effect, 
different standards seem to have been 
applied to people from different religious 
communities. 


Normally, a Public Relations Officer (PRO) 
is assigned to make information about 
police investigations public. A PRO helps 
dispel any misinformation doing the 
rounds, and_ also- creates public 
awareness about whether the 
investigations were on track. This is 
particularly necessary in a matter that 
poses a threat to communal harmony. But, 
currently, the Goa Police has _ no 
designated PRO. We asked the police 
why there was no transparency ensured 
through a designated PRO. They had no 
satisfactory answers. In fact, there was no 
clarity even among most officers as to 
whether there was a PRO, if so, who was 
the PRO, and whose function it is to give 
information to the public. Meanwhile, 
DySP Rane, who replaced Salim Shaikh 
on 11th April, at first refused to reveal 
even basic information about the case. It 
was only after our requests about the 
same to the DGP and the SP (South), that 
Mr. Rane gave us this basic information 
(for example, about the arrests). 


3. Consequences of inaction 


The biased actions and inactions of the 
police on the 10th April incident, it 
appears, has emboldened the organisers 
and their political ideologues to spread 
communal hatred. It has been noted that 
organiser of the rally, Rajiv Jna has been 
found making abusive and_ threatening 
social media posts regarding the Old 
Sancoale Church Frontispiece issue. He 
was audacious enough to say that he 
does not mind being arrested for the 
same. 


It may also be noticed that, in general, 
Goa has witnessed increased hate speech 
and communal instigations after the Ram 
Navami Shobha Yatra incidents. 
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THE ‘OUTSIDER’ NARRATIVE 


The ‘outsider’ narratives figured in a 
prominent way in how almost everyone 
viewed the incident. It is important to note 
here that the term ‘outsider’ (Bhaile) is 
traditionally used in Goa for people of 
non-Goan origin. Incidentally, even the 
people of non-Goan origin were found 
blaming the ‘outsider’, though the 
‘outsider’ here was characterised in a 
different manner. 


According to people in Islampur, both 
Hindus and Muslims, the rally members 
were primarily made up of ‘outsiders’, i.e. 
people not of Goan origins, who were not 
even from the Islampur area. Additionally, 
the local residents who were present that 
evening at the Aqsa Masjid said that they 
recognised 20-30 of the people, many of 
the young men who had created the 
commotion outside the Masjid who were 
all from the Birla-Zuari area. This shows 
how this Ram Navami Shobha Yatra was 
different from other religious processions 
in Goa. The local residents who share the 
same faith did not participate in the rally 
and were in fact not even aware of it. 


Many others also stated that the rally 
comprised of ‘outsiders’, ie. non-Goans 
from Birla Zuari region. Many added that 
Goans wouldn't behave like this, that 
Goans believe in peace and harmony. 


This is a classic Goan way of assigning 
responsibility for problems on_ the 
‘outsiders’ who tend to be both ill-treated 
and scapegoated as a result. This 
sentiment is being fuelled in present times 
by rising unemployment, lack of protection 
of employment, increasing land grabs 
under the guise of development, 


deteriorating economic conditions, 
worsened by COVID, and 
badly-implemented government welfare 
schemes. 


A prominent BJP leader from Vasco, 
Deepak Naik, expressed angst against the 
“overwhelming presence of ‘outsiders’ in 
Vasco”, and has even referred (in another 
interview) the Goa Shipyard as ‘Andhra 
Shipyard’ because of its employment of 
non-Goans. When asked how he 
reconciled his stand with the BJP rhetoric 
of ‘one nation’, he was at a loss for words. 


It must be noted that the Birla-Zuari 
settlements are primarily inhabited by 
working class employees of non Goan 
origin working in various industries of 
Mormugao and Verna. When Ganesh 
Lamani of the All India Banjara Seva 
Sangh, a participant of the rally and 
resident of that region, was questioned 
about the ‘outsider’ narrative, he 
responded that many from the community 
have lived in Goa for decades now, filling 
the demand for cheap (i.e.exploited) 
labour here. 


Ironically, _Lamani along’ with his 
fellow-rallyists (of both Goan and non 
Goan origin) also blamed ‘outsiders’, 
though very differently. All of them, along 
with members of the BJP, blamed the 
alleged ‘stone-pelters’ for the whole 
trouble, and, in the same breath said that 
the Muslims in Vasco are ‘outsiders’. 


When asked about the composition of the 
rally, one participant of non Goan origin in 
the Birla locality first said that the rally 
consisted of only ‘non-Goans’ with no 
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‘pure Goans’ at all. But his companions 
immediately objected to this, and the 
narrative was- revised to ‘mixed 
composition’. According to them, the rally 
contained ‘Goans from all over Goa’. Their 
claim (sometimes open, sometimes 
insidious) was, instead, that the 
‘stone-pelters’ were all Muslim, and further 
that Muslims in Vasco, and also members 
of Muslim organisations like PFI, were all 
non-Goans and also trouble-makers. 


The Hindutvawadis are thus trying to 
equate Muslims with the term ‘outsider’. It 
was possible to see an overlap as well as 
confusion among local supporters of the 
rally and of the BJP about the identity of 
the outsider who they consistently 
demonise. ‘Muslims’ were blamed time 
and again, but so were the old targets of 
‘Kannadigas’ and ‘north Indians’. 


At another level, the fact remains that 
there were many people of Goan origin, 
prominent ones among them, who were 
very much part of the rally, supported it, 
even flagged it off. In fact they also 
participated in the public meeting that was 
held afterwards on 17th April to condemn 
the  ‘stone-pelters’ as ‘deshdrohi’ 
(anti-national). It is amply clear that the 
participants in the rally, along with 
members of the BJP, are piggy-backing on 
the anti-outsider sentiment rampant in 
Goa to give this ‘outsider’ label to the 
Muslim community. 
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THE CONTEXT: HINDUTVA POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE 


“.the aim of a constitutional democracy is to safeguard the rights of the 
minority and avoid the tyranny of the majority. ” 


Hindutva, or Hindu majoritarian politics, 
functions on creating the image of a 
collective and homogenous Hindu identity. 
The image of ‘Hindu ekta’ is foundational 
for the national ruling party to propagate 
the narrative of a ‘Hindu Rashtra’. While 
on one hand it creates a false image of 
unity among Hindus, erasing the reality of 
caste, and other social, economic, and 
political hierarchies, among them; on the 
other, it also works as a tool to create fear 
of the ‘other’ - in this case, the Muslim and 
Christian communities in Goa. 


The false unity of ‘majority’, and 
threat of the ‘minority’ 


In our interactions with organisers, 
supporters, and participants of the rally, as 
well as with some elected representatives, 
the rally was portrayed as one supported 
by all Hindu temples and organisations, 
along with a great many ordinary Hindus, 
across Goa. However, this facade of 
collective Hindu pride and involvement in 
the Shobha Yatra was lifted following our 
interviews with temple committees across 
Mormugao taluka. The temple committee 
members we met declared that they had 
not participated in the rally, nor did they 
feel the need for having such massive 
Ram Navami rallies. They claimed that, 
like every year, this year too they 
celebrated the festival of Ram Navami at 
the level of their respective temples, with 
their usual worshippers. 


Besides the (false) declaration of a 
monolithic Hlndu unity behind the rally 


—Cornel West 


across Goa, another expression by the 
organisers of the rally was of anxiety 
about the minoritised communities, 
especially the unity of the latter. 
Statements from some participants, as 
well as from the organisers of the rally, 
indicated resentment against unity of 
Catholics and Muslims, especially as seen 
in the anti-CAA protests. 


The (elected) representatives of the 
Hindu right-wing 


It was notable that, after the violence that 
followed the Ram Navami Shobha Yatra, 
no-one in the government of Goa spoke a 
word of condemnation of the aggression 
outside the mosque. Some MLAs who we 
met in Vasco also appeared to underplay 
the violence calling it a one-off incident in 
Goa - refusing to link it to larger violence 
against the minorities in the country. There 
has been an attempt to put blinkers on the 
continuum of anti-minority instigation and 
hate-speech that has been a part of Goa. 
Not surprisingly, the ministers in the Goa 
Secretariat Building, now laden with large 
portraits of Sawarkar and Golwalkar, have 
so far, neither acknowledged the 
vulnerability of Muslims nor condemned 
the violence against them. Former BJP 
MP from Goa and the current NRI 
commissioner, Narendra Sawaikar who 
was also present at the beginning of the 
rally, denied outrightly that there has been 
an increase in communal violence in the 
country. 
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Some of the rally organisers mentioned 
that PFI was responsible for forging unity 
among Muslims and Christians; some of 
them said that the organisation needed to 
be banned. Interestingly, soon after the 
Shobha Yatra delegation met the CM, 
Pramod Sawant announced that he had 
asked the Union Government for precisely 
such a ban. The Chief Minister is thus 
supporting the Hindutva narrative about 
the incident, that the trouble was caused 
by the Muslim community itself. 


This same narrative could be seen in all 
the incidents of violence that followed the 
Shobha Yatras in other parts of the 
country, making the supposed ‘stone 
pelters’ the cause of all the violence, and 
any action against the community justified 
as action against these ‘stone pelters’. 
The atmosphere of aggression and 
communal intimidation inherent in the 
rallies themselves is ignored in_ this 
narrative. By focusing on the narrative of 
‘stone pelting’, there is a systematic 
attempt to justify the violence against the 
victims, ie. the Muslims in this case. 


The above is not the only instance where 
we saw the demands of the right-wing 
Hindu groups being echoed by the Chief 
Minister. In fact, it would not be an 
exaggeration to say that this Ram Navami 
Shobha Yatra disturbance has happened 
against the backdrop of almost continuous 
communal statements made by the CM. 
Being at the helm of the government of 
the State, he should have been in the 
forefront of upholding the Constitutional 
values of equality, fraternity, and 
secularism. But his public statements do 
not display any such concern. A prominent 
example is his oft-repeated statement, 
now backed by a budget provision, that 
temples ‘destroyed by the Portuguese’ will 
be rebuilt. Other questionable and 
communal statements have been about 


banning loudspeakers and _ ‘forceful’ 
conversions. 


National blueprint, local flashpoints 


There is no dispute about the fact that 
there is a steep increase in communal 
violence of the religious variety against the 
minoritised religions in India over the last 
few years. The earlier-latent Islamophobia 
has taken centre stage with open calls for 
genocide being made against Muslims. 
The levels at which Muslims (and 
increasingly Christians too) are being 
targeted today is multifold. Firstly, there 
has been a systematic and systemic 
targeting of Muslims as well as Christians 
through legal mechanisms. This is done 
on one hand through legislative actions 
like the Citizenships Amendment Act, the 
new laws against cow-slaughter and 
against conversions, and on other hand it 
is the judiciary which is seen upholding 
discriminatory laws like the hijab ban, the 
law which has become a tool of communal 
targeting. Secondly, the administration 
(executive and judicial) has also shown 
complete disregard to the principle of 
providing every citizen an equal protection 
under the law. For instance, the anti 
conversion law in UP saw over 90% of 


arrested individuals being muslims. Most 
recently, there has been a_ horrifying 


practice of demolishing houses of Muslims 
as a form of collective punishment against 
people protesting against the government. 
The scope of this report doesn't allow us 
to capture the regrettably long list of 
violence faced by Muslims, and 
increasingly Christians too, in India today. 


Along with the above, there is also a 
concerted attack on the places of worship 
of minoritised communities. The long 
dispute over the Babri Masjid was settled 
by the Supreme Court of India in favour of 
the construction of Ram Mandir in 2019. 
Not surprisingly then, we are seeing yet 
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another dispute over _a_ mosque, namely 
Gyanvapi Masjid, being propagated to 
assert the presence of a Hindu temple 
there. In Goa too, there is a similarly 
created dispute over the Old Sancoale 
Church Frontispiece, a Catholic worship 
space and protected monument, with the 
claim that there was originally a Hindu 
temple of Vijayadurga there. 


The creation of a ‘Hindu Rashtra’ is 
constantly being discussed, whether by 
the members of the ruling political party, 
BJP, or their ideological associates and 
organisations. For example, at a recent 
meeting in Goa, the Hindu Janjagruti 
Samiti called for active and urgent steps to 
be taken to establish a ‘Hindu Rashtra’. 
Echoing the sentiment Subhash Velingkar, 
former chief of Goa RSS, declared that 
“infiltration of Rohingya_and Bangladeshi 
Muslims has increased in Goa”, and the 
BJP MLA of Mayem publicly declared that 
“We are committed to the cause of making 
India a Hindu Rashtra’”. 


These are merely a few examples of the 
many ways in which the current State 
Government has created an atmosphere 
of communal instigation and divisiveness 
in Goa. Today it is common to hear public 
statements from the members of the State 
Government, as well as the Union 
Government, — which are __ brazenly 
communal and echo the words of the 
Hindu right-wing groups. We_= are 
witnessing a complete erasure of the 
secular and egalitarian values of the 
Indian Constitution. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


The permission for a large Ram 
Navami Shobha Yatra procession 
on the 10th of April, 2022 was 
given to Rajiv Jha from Kesariya 
Hindu Vahini (KHV), who has been 
associated with the communal 
disturbances at the Old Sancoale 
Church Frontispiece. 


Invitations for the Ram Navami 
Shobha Yatra called Hindus to 
gather for the grand rally to garner 
solidarity towards Hindus fighting 
for reclaiming Vijayadurga Temple 
from “Christian missionaries" who 
have “illegally” claimed the land as 
‘Frontispiece of Sancoale Church’. 
The rally was thus not merely a 
religious rally to celebrate Ram 
Navami but had an_ inherent 
Hindutva colour from the start. The 
invitations for the rally on social 
media also contained similar kinds 
of messages, describing it as an 
occasion to assert Hindu-ekta 
(unity). One of the many Whatsapp 
messages said - “ghar ghar 
bhagwa chhayega. Ram Rajya fir 
aayega. Ek hi naara ek hi naam. 
Jai Shri Ram Jai Shri Ram". 


The authorities justified giving 
permission for the rally as it was a 
“religious procession”. However, 
religious processions in Goa are 
usually traditional celebrations, 
organised by residents of the 
localities where the processions 
are to be held, and are conducted 
by maintaining traditional decorum. 
But this Ram Navami Shobha 
Yatra was a new celebration in 
Goa. It also was of = an 


unprecedented scale. Further, this 
rally passed through localities 
including Islampur where many 
local residents of the same faith 
did not participate in the rally and 
were not even aware of the same. 
Although the rally claimed to bring 
Hindus together, many 
functionaries and office-bearers of 
Hindu temples in the Vasco and 
Sancoale area, where the rally 
passed, did not participate in it, 
and claimed to have no association 
with it. Finally, there was also a 
clear pattern of creating 
disturbance near the worship 
places of other communities. 


. Verna Police had _~ received 


intelligence inputs about a plan for 
the rally to pass through the Old 
Sancoale Church Frontispiece at 
Sancoale, though it was not part of 
the permitted route. Instead of 
stopping the rally, Dy. Collector 
(also the SDM) merely deputed an 
Executive Magistrate at Sancoale 
from around noon, purportedly to 
guard against trouble at the 
Frontispiece. 


. The sanctioned route was not 


followed. The start of the rally was 
at Shantadurga temple, Sancoale 
(roughly 4.2 kms ahead of Upas 
Nagar), instead of the sanctioned 
Upas Nagar. Towards the end, the 
rally was again diverted from the 
sanctioned route and entered the 
Islampur locality, during Ramzan 
when worshippers were offering 
namaz inside the Aqsa Mosque. 
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0, 


10. 


Tie 


The permission was specifically for 
“pikes and cars”. But the rally 
contained a tall built up vehicle 
referred to as rath for which no 
specific permission was taken. 


The rally attempted to create 
disturbance outside Minar Masjid 
in Zuarinagar, Masjid-e-noor at 
MES college, and  Sancoale 
Church, with extra-loud slogans 
and music. The slogans included 
“ek hi naara ek hi naam, Jai Shri 
Ram Jai Shri Ram”. 


The stone pelting on the Ram 
Navami procession from the Aqsa 
Mosque or the nearby madarsa, as 
claimed by the rally organiser, 
Rajiv Jha as well as other rally 
participants, was not possible 
given the geography of the site. 


A group of men, numbering around 
20 to 30, ran towards the Aqsa 
Mosque at Islampur, not from the 
road where the rally was passing, 
but via pedestrian paths between 
houses; they were identified as 
‘second unit’ by rally participants. 


En route to the mosque, the group 
assaulted two youth, one with 
disability from the locality, who was 
left injured, with bleeding in his left 
ear. 


The first group of 20-30 rallyists at 
the mosque first attempted to enter 
the mosque with their saffron flags, 
and were then joined by others till 
there was an_— approximately 
150-strong mob, which stood at the 
entrance of the Aqsa Masjid, 
demanded entry, and chanted loud 
slogans of ‘Jai Shri Ram’ and 
‘Muslims are terrorists’ at the time 


12. 


13. 


14. 


when the worshippers were 
offering namaz inside the mosque. 


Outside the Vasco police station 
later, where many locals and 
elected representatives, 


functionaries of various political 
parties and organisations had 
gathered, bikers from the rally 
claimed to be assaulted by 
unknown people in the crowd. 


The PI of Vasco, Halarnkar and 
DySP, Mormugao, Salim Sheikh on 
the 10th of April, managed to 
control the situation at the mosque 
and also later outside the police 
station. According to local 
residents, it was due to their timely 
intervention that the communal 
disturbance did not escalate. 


By 5 am in the morning of 11 April, 
2022, three FIRS were registered 
at the Vasco Police Station, FIR 
39/2022 was registered on the 
complaint of Damodar Naik against 
unknown persons for “deliberately 
pelting stones on Rath Yatra..” IPC 
sections in the FIR pertain to 
outraging religious feelings and 
voluntarily causing hurt by 
dangerous means. FIR 40/2022 
was registered on the complaint of 
Ashraf Sheikh against Babu Yadav 
and others for unlawful assembly 
for trespassing into the Masjid e 
Aqsa, at Islampur. The IPC 
sections below pertain to charges 
of unlawful assembly, _ rioting, 
outraging religious feelings, insult 
intended to provoke breach of 


peace, causing hurt, assault, 
criminal trespass and_ criminal 
intimidation. FIR 41/2022 was 


registered on the complaint of 
Ramesh Bingi for clashes outside 
the police station. IPC sections 
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below pertain to charges of 
unlawful assembly, rioting, 
voluntarily causing hurt, wrongful 
restraint, insult intended to provoke 
breach of peace. 


Post the 10th of April incident, 
thirteen persons were arrested and 
later released on bail. All of the 
arrested persons are from the 
Muslim community, and all were 
arrested in connection with the 
third FIR, on the assault of rallyists 
near the police station. As of July 
2022, no person has been arrested 
in connection with the other two 
FIRs. 


On the following day, ie., on 11th 
March, the rally organiser Rajiv 
Jha, along with other rallyists, got 
an immediate audience with the 
Chief Minister, Dr. Pramod Sawant. 
The CM, they = announced, 
promised action within 24 hours. 


On that same evening, less than 
24 hours after the trouble began, 
i.e. at 6.30 pm on the 11th of April, 
transfer orders arrived for DySP 
Shaikh and PI Halarnkar with 
immediate effect. The due process 
for the transfer of police officers, in 
which the Police Establishment 
Board (PEB) is expected to meet 
and decide such matters, was not 
followed in this case; the PEB was 
not convened. 


Post the incident on the 10th of 
April, Hindu groups called a 
meeting on the 17th of April, at the 
Zee Square hall, Vasco. The 
invitation spoke of ‘nationalists’ 
who held the Shobha Yatra and 
‘anti nationals’ who pelted stones 
at the Shobha Yatra. 
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22: 


Members of the BJP party, 
including elected representatives, 
participated in the Shobha Yatra, 
were present at the Vasco police 
station on the night of 10th of April, 
and also attended the meeting on 
the 17th of April at the Zee Square 
Hall, Vasco. 


There is no _ transparency nor 
information disseminated at the 
local level about the progress of 
the investigations into the 
complaints, including details of 
arrests, etc, that could 
demonstrate justice is being done, 
and give reassurance to the 
general public. The post of Public 
Relations Officer of the Goa Police, 
who was tasked with disseminating 
information to the public is vacant. 


Post the incident the peace 
committee which is in the process 
of being set up by Vasco Police 
does not have a participatory and 
transparent process of selection of 
the members. The peace 
committee appears to be mere 
tokenism as no details have been 
listed such as the role of the 
members, frequency of the 
meeting of the members, etc. 


No case has been registered 
against the organisers and those 
who participated in the rally for 
diverting from the sanctioned 
route, shouting inflammatory 
slogans, circulating communal 
messages, assaulting a youth 
suffering from disability, forcibly 
trying to enter a mosque, and 
creating communal disturbance. 
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CONCLUSION 


The background history of the organisers 
of the Ram Navami Shobha Yatra on the 
10th of April, the invitations that were 
circulated, the fact that the rally did not 
follow the sanctioned route right from the 
start, the fact that the participants 
attempted to create communal 
disturbance by stopping en route near the 
religious places of minorities, shouting 
loud slogans against loud music, and 
finally the disturbance they created at 
Islampur — attempting to enter the Aqsa 
mosque, carrying saffron flags and 
shouting slogans — shows that this Yatra 
was not simply a religious procession but 
its members intended to create communal 
tension from the start. 


The reports of similar incidents in other 
parts of India, with similar modus operandi 
of creating communal disturbance through 
Ram Navami Shobha Yatras, indicates a 
national plan by certain Hindu right-wing 
groups to use the occasion of a Hindu 
religious festival to organise aggressive 
rallies, create communal disturbances, 
riding on local flashpoints and then blame 
these on the minority communities 
themselves. 


The incident of the 10th of April and 
inflammatory statements post 10th of April 
by different individuals and Hindutva 
organisations has brought fear among the 
minority religious communities in Goa. 
Some of the interviewees from the Muslim 
community stated that - “We got to know 
of similar instances across the country on 
the same day. This makes us feel even 
more threatened that our community is 
being targeted systematically.” 


The insecurities of Goans (be they of 
Goan origin or Goan residents) due to lack 


of protection of employment are being 
continuously mobilised to rein the people 
into communal politics. There is a 
concerted attempt by those in positions of 
dominance to create a monolithic image of 
a Hindu _ identity or Goan/non-Goan 
identity, and deny the existence of a 
heterogeneous or hierarchical community. 
This creation of anxiety among different 
communities is a systematic effort to 
otherise the minoritized communities and 
avoid addressing the more fundamental 
issues of growing socio-economic 
precarity of the people. 


From the manner in which the rally was 
organised and conducted, it is apparent 
that our systems provide for ease of doing 
violations for those close to corridors of 
power. In the instant case, the 
responsibility of prevention and redressal 
of the violence primarily lies with the 
government of Goa. The failure of the 
State is evident right from the nature of 
grant of permission for the rally and its 
violations, to the obviously biased actions 
taken subsequent to the incident. The 
arrest of only Muslim persons and no 
action against the members of the 
procession establishes that Muslims are 
being purposely targeted, whereas those 
found creating communal disturbance are 
protected. The right-wing Hindu 
organisations and individuals involved in 
the violence have been given a free hand 
by creating an ease of doing violations. 
The culpability of the State is evident in 
both - its biased omissions and 
commissions. 


Lack of action by the law enforcement 


agencies, post 10th of April, against those 
who created communal disturbance has 
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added to the general belief that Hindu 
right-wing groups are above the law. 


Since there is no neutrality to how the law 
is applied in today’s political scenario, 
given the obvious biases of the State 
apparatus, it is difficult to put faith in the 
criminal justice system to address these 
incidents of violent majoritarianism. How 
then do we look at solutions against such 
obvious provocations and intimidation of 


minoritised communities at the hand of 
Hindu majoritarian groups? Primarily we 
need to iterate the basic constitutional 
demand of the separation of power 
between the executive and the legislature. 
Further we need to assert the secular 
demand for separation of religion from the 
State as well as equal treatment of all 
religious groups. We need to reclaim and 
strengthen our democratic institutions and 
political spaces. 
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DEMANDS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


The below demands are intended to 
ensure that those responsible for the 
incidents on the 10th of April, 2022 in 
Vasco are held accountable, and justice is 
done as well as seen to be done. The 
demands are followed by a list of 
recommendations to ensure that such 
incidents do not recur in the future. 


Demands relating to incidents on 
10th April, 2022 in Mormugao 
Taluka: 


1. An inquiry should be conducted by 
the Collector, South Goa or a 
retired Judicial Magistrate under 
The Commission of Inquiry Act 
1952 regarding the communal 
disturbances which occurred on 
the 10th of April, 2022. The inquiry 
should scrutinise the background 
of the organisers, conditions under 
which permission for the 
procession was granted to the 
organisers, allegation of stone 
pelting, violation of route, 
inflammatory statements made by 
those who participated in the rally 
(including the nature of songs 
played during the rally), allegation 
of attempt to forcibly enter the 
mosque, response of the police to 
the incident of the 10th of April. 


2. Dy. Collector and Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate, _Mormugao — should 
initiate inquiry/proceedings against 
Rajiv Jha of the Kesariya Hindu 
Vahini for not following the 
sanctioned route for the Ram 
Navami Shobha Yatra on the 10th 
of April, 2022 which led_ to 
communal disturbance. 


3. Vasco Police should use the video 
footage to identify culprits from the 
rally at the mosque and hold them 
accountable. The _ investigation 
should be fast tracked. There has 
been arrest of persons but only for 
one FIR, in which all the arrested 
are from the Muslim Community. 


4. The disruptive activities of Rajiv 
Jha, Jayesh Naik, and Kesariya 
Hindu Vahini have resulted in 
undermining communal harmony. 
They should be under careful 
watch and scrutiny of the police, 
and necessary records should be 
maintained by the District Police. 


Recommendations for the future: 


1. The Goa government should come 
out with a detailed SOP _ for 
granting permission for rallies. The 
criteria for granting or refusing 
permissions for rallies should be 
clearly specified. And if a 
permission is declined, the same 
should be with reasoning. It is 
suggested that, while granting the 
permission the Dy. Collector 
should study the route properly 
and if required seek an intelligence 
report. Permission should not be 
granted if the applicant/s have a 
record of creating communal 
disturbance. In case permission is 
granted it should be ensured that 
the terms and condition of the 
permission, such as route, number 
of persons, slogan, etc are 
followed. In case of any violation of 
terms and conditions that has led 
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to communal trouble, appropriate 
proceedings should be initiated by 
the Dy. Collector who had granted 
the permission against the 
organisers. 


The State must comply with the 
directives of the Supreme Court of 


India Tehseen S. Poonawalla vs 


Union Of India which provides 
preventive, remedial and punitive 
guidelines against increasing mob 
violence, spread of hate speeches, 
provocative statements and fake 
news. The State authorities should 
be held accountable for any breach 
in following the said Supreme 
Court guidelines. 


The 2008 Guidelines of Home 
Ministry on Communal Harmony 
with regards to formation of State 
Integration Committee, Taluka level 
Peace Committee, Mohalla 
Committees should be followed. 
The Peace Committee and 
Mohalla Committee should be 
composed of people of all 
religions, castes, classes, genders, 
and regional backgrounds, 
including community _ leaders, 
elected representatives, leaders of 
political parties, respectable 
organisations, members of law 
enforcement agencies, etc. They 
should meet at least once in a 
quarter to review the communal 
situation in the Taluka. The 
minutes of the meeting should be 
made public. 


Activities of — individuals — or 
organisations with avowed goals 
that could undermine communal 
harmony should not be ignored. 


At the level of the State 
Government, a “Nodal _ Cell’, 


headed by a retired Judge (session 
court) should be set up to act as a 
clearing house of information on 
the communal = situation and 
matters related thereto. It may 
maintain a database on various 
communal incidents, including 
details about the damage caused, 
lists of cases registered and 
progress of prosecution, etc. It 
could also study the patterns of 
communal disturbances in the 
State with a view to preparing 
appropriate preventive plans. 


Given our finding that occasions of 
religious festivals are being 
misused to create communal 
disharmony, a Code of Conduct 
should be evolved in consultation 
with the different communities for 
the observance of various festivals 
which should be widely publicised. 
Members of the Peace 
Committees should also- be 
involved in educating the public 
about the contents of such Code, 
so as to ensure that festivals are 
observed in an amicable 
atmosphere without causing any 
annoyance to any individual or 
sections of society. 


Promoting the cause of communal 
harmony and peace should be a 
constant endeavour of the 
administration. For _ this, a 
multi-media publicity and 
promotion campaign needs to be 
conducted, on a continual basis, 
from time to time. 


The Police department _ of 
government of Goa must restore 
the post of the Public Relations 
Officer to ensure transparency and 
dissemination of information to the 
public about 
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10. 


inquiries/investigations into 
incidents of communal violence. 
This will also help quell any forms 
of rumours. 


As per the 2008 Home Ministry 
Guidelines, the composition of the 
police force, especially those 
deployed in communally sensitive 
areas, should be representative of 
the social structure of the region so 
as to ensure its credibility, and help 
in creating a feeling of confidence 
among all sections of the people. 


The State must comply, in letter 
and spirit, with the directives by the 
Supreme Court of India, in the 
case of Prakash Singh v. Union of 
India (2006) 8 SCC 1. Accordingly, 


the Police Establishment Board, 
mandated to decide on_ the 


tires 
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transfers, postings of officers of 
and below the rank of Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, must 
duly meet before the said 
decisions are made. 


The training programmes for the 
police force should inculcate in 
them the attitudes of secularism 
and communal harmony. All 
members of the police force, 
including those transferred to Goa, 
should be briefed about specific 
local history regarding communal 
incidents, reports and 
investigations into incidents, local 
administrative circulars regarding 
such incidents, etc. 


A minority commission should be 
set up by the State Government. 
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“We may emphatically note that it is axiomatic that it is the duty of the State to ensure that 
the machinery of law and order functions efficiently and effectively in maintaining peace so 
as to preserve our quintessentially secular ethos and pluralistic social fabric in a democratic 
set-up governed by rule of law. In times of chaos and anarchy, the State has to act positively 
and responsibly to safeguard and secure the constitutional promises to its citizens. The 
horrendous acts of mobocracy cannot be permitted to inundate the law of the land. Earnest 
action and concrete steps have to be taken to protect the citizens from the recurrent pattern 
of violence which cannot be allowed to become “the new normal’. The State cannot turn a 
deaf ear to the growing rumblings of its People, since its concern, to quote Woodrow Wilson, 
“must ring with the voices of the people.” The exigencies of the situation require us to sound 
a Clarion call for earnest action to strengthen our inclusive and all-embracing social order 
which would, in turn, reaffirm the constitutional faith. We expect nothing more and nothing 
less.” 


- Supreme Court of India in Tehseen S. Poonawalla vs Union Of India 
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f Before reaching at Baina the rally stopped for approximately 10 minutes at Minara 
Masjid Birla and Noor Masjid n 


ear MES College and were chanting Slogans Jai’ Shri 
Ram etc. 


. It is essential to write that taking the shield of stone pelting has become a common 
reason for communal disturbance via rallies. 


The recent incidents happened at a time when Muslims were busy in the late 
evening prayer (Namaz). Provocative songs were being played by the people in 
the rally. Muslims were not even aware of the stone-pelting accusations since they 
were busy in Namaz. The accusations have given the victims, the colour of culprits 
by the rioters. The person leading the procession in Goa was from North India who 
was not even a resident of Goa. Some persons enjoying political connections were 


taking mileage of the incident and have influenced filing of cases against innocent — 
Muslims and even made arrests. 


On the day of Ram Navmi, a spate of similar incidents, with the same modus 
operandi happened in 5 states of India. All these happenings point to the fact that a - 
larger conspiracy is being hatched. Kindly note that these are not stray incidents, A’ 
couple of months ago, a particular Mr. Jayesh Naik had also attempted to create 
communal tension between the Hindu and Christian community in Sancoale; Goa. If 
such happenings continue, the peaceful fabric of Goa will be destroyed in no time. 
_~ Goa is known world over, as a peaceful and integrated model which has helped its 
_ tourism industry to thrive. The recent happenings in Goa have made National 
' Headlines, which is a matter for great concern. 


This incident of Vasco, on the day of Ram Navmi, must surely be of concern to you 
; The Governor of Goa, we expect that you will take this matter seriously 
€ State of Goa, we have some concerns before you 


TMi 


gnizance of this matter and 
doers creating this law and 
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EI RIGHT TO 
PS INFORMATION 


RTLMATTER No. SDPO/VSC/RTI -82/ ( 5S” /2022 
Most Immediate Office of the Sub Divisional Police Officer 

Vasco -Da-Gama, Dated: -] 2405/2022. 
To, 


Adv. Shahid Makandar 


R-o 
FX 


Madhur Sandesh Centre 
Towers,3rd floor 


opp. MPT Hall Vasco 
Mob. 8999348498 


Sir, 


Sub: - Information under Right to Information Act, 2005. 


Refer to your application dated 14/04/2022 addressed to The Asst Public Information Police 


Inspector Vasco Police Station received in this office vide no. PI/VSC/R-48/2022 dated 14/04/2022, 
regarding to issue point wise information, under Right to Information Act, 2005. The pointwise 
information furnished by Shri Kapil Nayak APIO/PI Vasco Police Station and Shri Diogo Gracias 
APIO/PI Verna Police Station, of Vasco Sub Division into your application is as under. 


Sr. 


no 


Question Answer No. of 


[4 


2 


Applications received Verna PS: - 03 
Applications received Vasco PS: - 03 


Please provide information, i-e., details of 
the applications, number of applications 
received, wherein permission was sought 
to organize the above-mentioned rally, 
how many applications were allowed, 
name of the applicant, and name of the 
organizer and along with the copy of the 
application. 

Please provide information, i.e. District 
route Map of the above mentioned Rallies, 
the timings of the rallies, and also the copy 
of the same. 


Certified copy of all the application 
received at Vasco Police Station 03 & 
03 at Verna Police Station are 
enclosed, wherein all the required 
details are mentioned 

Certified copy of map of rally of Vasco 
Police station is enclosed. 

Timing from 2.30PM to 7.30PM 


Certified copy of reports vide No 
PI/VRN/PS/2969/2022 dated 
01/04/2022 and No. 
PI/VRN/PS/3 139/2022 dated 
09/04/2022 enclosed showing the route 
and timing is enclosed. 


The information asked by the applicant 
in not within the ambit of RTI. 

As regards to loudspeaker 
permission the certified copy of 
application is provided at point No. 1. 

As regards to permission 
granted the same may please be 
obtained from concerned authority. 
The information asked by the applicant 
in not within the ambit of RTI. 

No cases u/s 129 of MV Act 
booked on 10/04/2022 


Certified copy of NOC of Vasco Police | 02 
Station forwarded to The Dy. Collector 
Mormugao Taluka vide No 
PI/VSC/3522/2022 dated 09/04/2022 

& Vide No.PI/VSC/3392/2022 dated 
06/04/2022 is enclosed 


pages X 
04 sides 


Please state whether, permission was 
sought for any specific type of slogans, if 
so, please provide the copy of the 
application, also state, whether permission 
was sought to use loudspeakers in public 
and also permission granted for the same 
and copies of it. 


Please state whether, any special 
permission was granted for the citizens to 
ride without helmet, if not then how many 
challans were issued, on the above- 
mentioned day and also more particularly, 
on the route of the rally. 
Please provide information, pertaining to 
NOC from various —_ appropriate 
authorities, and Police report from 
concerned Police Station and permission 
granted, regarding the Ram Navmi rally, 
held on 10/04/2022. 


Certified copy of NOC of Verna Police 
station forwarded to the Dy. Collector 
Mormugao Taluka is enclosed at point 
no.2 of Verna PS | 


As regards to permission | 
granted the same may please ae 


obtained from concerned authority 


If aggrieved, you may approach the below mentioned First Appellate Authority to redress your 


grievance within 30 days, as per RTI Act, 2005. 


First Appellate Authority:- 


The Superintendent of Police South- Goa, Margao, Goa. 


Yours faithfully, 
dept 
wis 
Public Information Officer 
Sub Divisional Police Officer, 
Vasco- da- Gama, Goa. 


Reg No.2018/43394 


"x 4 tee * 
Pe ey rs 
ae ae OM, 
{ 4 i Neeksy Rxvgdyesye | St ee eee sf - - - alte ue 
ree we eee | BRR 120, angaig.va, we, were, cr be Ga? J 
Hava Raeakdenerer B ward, wrayer, were waer-226018 
KHVG/0115/04/2022 DATE: 01/04/2022 
TO cacussanvesciaveade avi TOC, cessesessssecsecsenee 
Yo a 
the Dy collector ’ 
Viormugao mf he 
sambhaji Nagar (Vasco) iVL- a a) 
Gaa ‘ _ 4) © 
9 onli nye “a 4 : Ale 
Pel yaaet ; 3 S e i+ 
Sub: Shri Ram navami Shobha Yatra on 10th April 2022 ~ 
Dear Sir, 
As we all know that on 10th of Apri! 2022 is Shri Ram Navami and so on this auspicious occasion of 
Shri Ram Navami we kesariya Hindu Vahini with the help of all Hindutva Sanghatan and temple 
committe of Mormugao have decided to do a Shri Ram Navami Shobha Yatra from Upas Nagar to 
Vasco Railway station. Poke ‘te | BL joer 2_ 
to 
Detailed route is as below, ‘Sime ee Lo G ~ YoU! Ro Pur 
Start from Upas Nagar ground to housing board, Birla, Zari, MES, Dabolim Vernapuri, Mangoor, 
Biana , Belbay and then end at Vasco Railway station. ° 
There will be approx 1000 bike and approx 50-60 cars for the rally, we will be having 50 volunteer to 
monitor the traffic and other required thing. 
We will have 3 stops for water and cold drink. ; 
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Sub: Shri Ram navami Shobha Yatra on 10th April 2022 for Sound permission 
Dear Sir, 


pe 


As we all know that on 10th of April 2022 is Shri Ram Navami and so on this auspicious occasion of 
Shri Ram Navami we kesariya Hindu Vahini with the help of all Hindutva Sanghatan and temple 
committe of Mormugao have decided to do a Shri Ram Navami Shobha Yatra from Upas Nagar to 
Vasco Railway station, Dale'- popeyl 202 2 


oy 5 y . pe os “4 ri o 
Detailed route isasbelow, ne :- 2° 3 CowVO T3079 


Start from Upas Nagar ground to housing board, Birla, Zari, MES, Dabolim Vernapuri, Mangoor, 
Biana , Belbay and then end at Vasco Railway station. 


There will be approx 1000 bike and approx 50-60 cars for the rally, we will be having 50 volunteer to 
monitor the traffic and other required thing. ; 


We will be using 2 vehical for sound system one in front with 4 Ip and second vehical with 2 Ip 
speakers in the middle of the rally. GAS | GEA .. SAO LP nr ‘ : 

Ghos 1) Beqy6@ — TRRAN MvLif. 
RC documents of vehical and driving license of the driver is as attach ed. 
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The Deputy Collector, " 

Vasco, Mormugao ~ Goa. Lei afd Ey, 
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Sub - Sound permission and Permission for Bike an Vehicie Rail 


eet 


Respected Sir, 


On behalf of all the Hindu Organizations and Hindu Samaj Vasco ~ Goa would like to inform 
you that on the auspicious occasion of “RAMNAVAMI” Sunday 10°" April 2022 from 2.30 
onwards till 8.00 pm, would like to take procession of “SHREE RAM VIJAY SHOBHA YATRA” on 
MOTOR CYCLE AND VEHICLE RALLY from Shree Shantadurga Temple Sancaole — SBI Bank 
Sancaole - Drishti Marine Yard — Village Panchayat Chicalim — sai service — shreesanteri devi 
Temple — Pai Hospital — KTC Vasco ~- to MMC Building Vasco. 


In this regard | would like to request your kind self to grant us permission to use Sound and 
other traditional instruments during this Procession. We also assure yourself our full 


co operation in maintaining Road Discipline and to follow other instructions aS per your 
Direction. 


Irrespectively we will be using OMNI STD E \| AXLE Type with the Loud Speaker vide Vehicle 


No. GA 08 A 4375. The routes and vehicle R. c Copy and Driver’s license Copy is enclosed for 
your reference. 


Kindly do the needful for which we are obliged. 


Thanking you, 
Yours faithfully : 
aio =i 
“+ A on 
y : S N@ il wt 
VERNA POLICE Sk Oe eh _ 
NAME: Aneesha Kamble Pereten SSG RNAS 


\ aN ee 
ADDRESS: H.no, 06, . 
Behd. Govt. High School, 


Headland Sada 
PHONE NO.: 9689158506 


NO.PI/VRN/PSi-g949 /2122, 
Verna Police Station, 
Verna-Goa. 
Dated: » 4 .04.2022. 

To; 

The Dy. Collector/SDO, 

Mormugao Taluka, 

Vasco-Goa. 


Sub: - Application of Shri Rajiv Jha, National Vice President, Kesariva 
Hindu Vahini. 
Ref: - 1) No. 1709/2022 dated 01/04/2022. 
2) No. 1710/2022 dated 01/04/2022. 


Sit 

With reference to the above, I have to submit that this Police Station is in receipt of 
two applications of Shri Rajiv Jha, National Vice President, Kesariya Hindu Vahini. 
wherein it is informed by the applicant that on the occasion of Shree Ram Navami on 


10/04/2022 they are organising Shree Ram Navmi Shobha Yatra from Upasnagar. 


Sancoale to Vasco Railway Station. The details of the programme is as follows. 


Name & Address | Shri Rajiv Jha, National Vice President, Kesariya Hindu Vahini | 
having its Goa office located at Shop No. 2143/B. | 
Gaomkarwada, Usgaon, Ponda-Goa. 

Shree Ram Navmi Shobha Yatra 


On 10/04/2022 from 02.30 p.m to 07.30 p.m 
| 


of the applicant 


Event/Programme 


Period and time 


From Upasnagar Ground near Ganesh Temple. Upasnagar, | 


Venue/Place 


Sancoale to Open place outside Vasco Railway Station. 


It is submitted that during enquiry with the applicant it is revealed that on the 
occasion of Shree Ram Navmi on 10/04/2022, the ‘ Kesariya Hindu Vahini* organisation 
is planning to organise a Ram Navami Shobha Yatra, which will start from Upasnagar 
Ground near Ganesh Temple, Upasnagar, Sancoale and end at open place outside Vasco 
Railway Station. The rally is of 1,000 bikes and 50-60 cars and the same is monitored by 
their 50 volunteers. The programme will be attended by around 1000 persons. There will 
be a musical bands playing at the starting and end point of rally. So also during rally two 


Tata Ace vehicles will carry sound systems and the music will be played during the rally. 


It is submitted that the starting point of the rally i.e Upasnagar Ground near Ganesh + 


Temple, Upasnagar, Sancoale comes under the jurisdiction of Verna Police Station and 


the capacity of the said 
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It is submitted that there is no objection on the part of this Police Station for 
conducting Shree Ram Navami Shobha Yatra by using sound system through Verna 
Police Station Jurisdiction subject to the following conditions: 

1) The applicant be directed not to obstruct the regular flow of vehicular traffic and 
no annoyance to be caused to the general public. 

2) The applicant be directed to ensure that the movement of vehicular traffic on 
the route is not disturbed/blocked. 

3) The applicant be directed to ensure that no slogans is shouted at silence zone. 

4+) The applicant be directed to depute sufficient number of volunteers during 
the procession. 

5) Free access should be given to the emergency vehicles. 

6) The applicant be directed to obtain prior permission from the concerned 
authorities. 

7) Should adhere to all the rules and regulation in force. 

8) The organizer should make necessary arrangements for the availability of 

Ambulances and emergency equipment’s during the Event. 

9) The organizer should take all necessary precautions for the safety and 
security of the participants/ spectators. 
10) The organizer should follow the guidelines issued by the Hon’ble High 
Court while using sound system. 


11) Also they should follow the guidelines issued by the government in respect 


of COVID-19. 


| 
(Diogo Gracin 
Police Ingpector, 


Verna Police Station 


Encl.. Original Reference. 


Submitted through SDPO Vasco 


ISSUEL ; 
POLICE INJPECTOR 


VERNA POLICE STAT ION 


NO.PI/VRN/PS/ 3439 /2022, 
Verna Police Station, 
Dated:- © 7 04.2022. 


To, 
The Dy. Collector/SDM, 
Mormugao Taluka, Vasco-Goa. 


Sub:- Procession of “SHREE RAM VIJAY SHOBHA YATRA” ... 
-Ref:-Dy. Collector/SDO/Mor./1386/2022 dated: 08.04.2022. 


Sit, 


With reference to the above subject, it is submitted that this Police Station is in 
receipt of the above referred application requesting permission for use of loudspeaker 
on Maruti Omni STD E II Axle type bearing No. GA-08-A-4375 during the procession 
of “SHREE RAM VIJAY SHOBHA YATRA” on 10" April 2022 from 14.30 hrs to 
20.00 hrs on Motorcycle and vehicle Rally starting from Shree Shantadurga Temple, 
Sancoale-SBI Bank, Sancoale-Dristi Marine Yard-Village Panchayat Chicalim-Sai 
Service-Shree Santeri Devi Temple-Pai Hospital-KTC Vasco to MMC Building Vasco 
under the banner of All Goa Hindu Organisations and Hindu Goa Hindu Samaj, Vasco. 


[Name & Address | Mrs. Aneesha Kamble S/o Ajit Kumar Kamble age 42yrs, 
ofthe applicant | Occ: Housewife r/o H. NO. 06, Behind Government School, 
Headland, Sada, Mormugao Ph. NO. 9689158506 
Event/Programme | Procession of “SHREE RAM VIJAY SHOBHA YATRA” on 
Motorcycle and vehicle Rally starting from Shree Shantadurga 
Temple, Sancoale-SBI Bank, Sancoale-Dristi Marine Yard- 
Village Panchayat Chicalim-Sai Service-Shree Santer} Devi 
Temple-Pai Hospital-KTC Vasco to MMC Building Vasco 
under the banner of All Goa Hindu Organisations and Hindu 
Goa Hindu Samaj, Vasco, 


On 10" April 2022 from 14.30 hrs to 20.00 hrs_ 


Period and time 


It is submitted that during enquiry with the applicant Mrs. Aneesha K 
informed that during the above procession there will be following Orag 
participating in the above event. 


amble she 


anisations {s 


!. Jai Shree Ram Sangtana.......... Venkatesh........00.... 9371270461. 
& - 
2. Shree Swami Samrth Seva Saniiti........... Nlaruti.........cccccc0.. 9850938910, 
3. Maratha Yowak Sangh... w= Mantesh-Ravc......,....9922026612. 
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In view of the above this Police Station has no objection to the applicant to use 
the loud music/amplified sound on vehicle bearing No.GA-08-A-4375 (maruti Omni) 
during the procession rally of “SHREF RAM VIJAY SHOBHA YATRA” on tot 
April 2022 from 14.30 hrs to 20.00 hrs within the jurisdiction of Verna Police Station 
in the route from Shantadurga Temple, Sancoale to Matvem provided that the 
applicant should use the loud sound within the permissible sound and time limit. The 


participants using the vehicles should ensure that all the provisions of MV Act are 
complied. 


Also the applicant should observe and follow the directions under section 31(A) 


of the air (Prevention and control of Pollution) Act 1981 in respect of control of 
excessive noise decibels during other activities. 


Also they should strictly follow the guidelines issued by the government in 
respect of COVID-19. 


Yours fa ithfully, 


Police, doector, 


Verna Polite Station. 
Submitted through SDPO Vasco. 
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To, 


* . The Deputy Collector, 


Vasco, Mormugao ~ Goa Lec 
bate: 08/04/2022 ary ome 
en Oxy, 


Sub:- Sound permission and Permission for Bike and Vehicle Rall 


On behalf of all the Hindu Organizations and Hindu Samaj Vasco — Goa would like to inform 
you that on the auspicious occasion of “RAMNAVAMI” Sunday 10" April 2022 from 2.30 
onwards fill 8.00 pm, would like to take procession of “SHREE RAM VIJAY SHOBHA YATRA” on 
MOTOR CYCLE AND VEHICLE RALLY from Shree Shantadurga Temple Sancaole — SBI Bank 
Sancaole - Drishti Marine Yard — Village Panchayat Chicalim ~ sai service — shreesanteri devi 
Tample - Pai Hospital - KTC Vasco - to MMC Building Vasco. 


in this regard | would like to request your kind self to grant us permission to use Sound and 
other traditional instruments during this Procession. We also assure yourself our full 

co operation in maintaining Road Discipline and to follow other instructions as per your 
Direction. 


irrespectively we will be using OMNI STD E Il AXLE Type with the Loud Speaker vide Vehicle 


No. GA 08 A 4375. The routes and vehicle R. c Copy and Driver’s license Copy is enclosed for 
your reference. 


Kindly do the needful for which we are obliged. } ee 
» oy ee ae 
Thanking you, Retene 


Yours faithfully 
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To 


The Dy collector 
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Sub: Shri Ram navami Shobha Yatra on 10th April 2022) at! 


Dear Sir, | 
As we all know that on 10th of April 2022 is Shri Ram Navaemi and so on ‘this auspicious occasian of 
Shri Ram Navami we kesariya Hindu Vahini with the help of all Hindutva Sanghatan and temple 
committe of Marmugao have decided to do a Shri Ram Navami Shobha Yatra from Upas Nagar tc 


, . : 5 . Pdergdoe o5 
9 Vasco Railway station, Date peyoafeac2 2 
4 WAY - ¢ i ort a" ‘ ™ 4 
Detailed route is as below. : st pm Teo 7. Re ce 


Start from Upas Nager ground to housing board, Birla, Zari, MES, Dabolim Vernapuri, Mangoor, 
Blane , Belbay and then ena at Vasco Railway station. 


There will be approx 1000 bike and approx 50-60 cars for the rally, we will be having 50 volunteer to 
monitor the traffic and other required thing. 


We will have 3 stops for water and cold drink. 


i. MES Ground 
i. 2. KV2 Verrapuri Mangoor junction 
3. Vasco tailway station 
I ~ Ant « | pes, | P< 
Please kindly look into the matter and do the needful. ‘ = pin eee eee 


Thanks and Regards 
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Sub: Shri Ram navami Shobha Yatra on 10th April 2022 for Sound permission 
Dear Sr, 


As we all know that on LOth of April 2022 is Shri Ram Navami and so on this auspicious occasion of 
ri Rem Nevami we kesariya Hindu Vahini with the help of all Hindutva Sanghatan and temple 


ommitte o7 Mormugao have decided to doe a Shri Ram Navamt Shobha Yatra from Upas Nagar to 


ress atigak ; NAT thie) 
Vasco Railway station. Te -\tul\oe 2 = 
eae . - ‘ me OS Ay 
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rg Detailed route is as below. : 


Cm i Son Pas } 
Startfrom Upasf 


Nagar ground to housing board, Birla, Zari, MES, Dabolim Vernapuri, Mangoor, 
Biane , Belbay and then end at Vasco Railway station. 


There will be approx 1000 bike and approx 50-60 cars for the rally, 


we will be having 50 volunteer to 
monitor the traffic and other required thing. 


We will be using 2 vehical for sound system one in front with 4 Ip and second vehical with 2 Ip 


speakers in the middle of the rally. i Ros - SG ee 
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No. PIVSC/ 45 22—/2022, 
Vasco Police Station 


Dated: 09/04/2022. 
To, 


The Deputy Collector, 
Mormugao Taluka, 
Vasco-Da-Gama. 


Sub: - Sound permission and permission for Bike and Vehicle Rally. 


Ref: - Dy Collector |.W. No, 1836 dated 08/04/2022, 
Sir, 


With reference to the above, | have to submit that necessary enquiry has been 
conducted into the application of Aneesha Kamble r/o H.No. 06, Behind Govt. High 


School, Headland Sada regarding permission for use of Sound System on vehicle for 
Shobha Yatra and it revealed as under. 


The applicant stated in the application that on the occasion of Shri Ram Navami 
they the All Goa Hindu Organizations and Hindu Goa Hindu Samaj, Vasco would like to 
take procession of Shree Ram Vijay Shobha Yatra on 10/04/2022 from 14:30 hrs to 20:00 
hrs from Shree Shantadurga Temple, Sancoale — SBI Bank Sancoale — Drishti Marine 


Yard ~ Village Panchayat, Chicalim - Sai Service — Shreesanteri devi temple — Pai 
Hospital - KTC Vasco to MMC Building Vasco. - 


In view of above, the applicant requested for permission for Vijay Shobha Yatra on 
Vehicle bearing No. GA-08-A-4375 with sound system on 10/04/2022 from 14:30 hrs to 
20:00 hrs from Shree Shantadurga Temple, Sancoale — SBI Bank Sancoale — Drishti 
Marine Yard — Village Panchayat, Chicalim — Sai Service — Shreesanteri devi temple — Pai 
Hospital - KTC Vasco to MMC Building Vasco. 


There is no objection to grant permission for Vijay Shobha Yatra (Bike & Vehicle 
Rally) on Vehicle bearing No. GA-08-A-4375 with sound system on 10/04/2022 from 14:30 
Ars to 20:00 hrs from Shree Shantadurga Temple, Sancoale — SBI Bank Sancoale — 
Drishti Marine Yard — Village Panchayat, Chicalim — Sai Service — Shreesanteri devi 
temple — Pai Hospital - KTC Vasco to MMC Building Vasco within the jurisdiction of Vasco 
Police Station, provided the direction of Hon’ble Supreme court and Goa State Pollution 
Control Board are abided. The applicant may be directed to obtain necessary permission 
from competent authority. However the guidance issued by the Government should be 
followed strictly by maintaining social distances in view of Covid -19. 


Original reference is enclosed herewith. 


Yours Faithfully, 


Ay 
f ra 
oS 

Police Inspector, 
Vasco Police Station. 
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Submitted through, 
SDPO Vasco 
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No. PIMVSC/ “$3 er 12022, 
Vasco Police Station 
a ike 
TO: ; 
The Deputy Collector, 
Mormugao Taluka, 
Vasco-Da-Gama. 


Sub: - Permission for Shobha Yatra on Vehicle with Sound 
system, 
Ref: - Dy Collector |.W. No. 1709 dated 01/04/2022. 


Ref; - Dy Collector IW. No. 1710 dated 01/04/2022. 
oir, 


With reference to the above, | have to submit that necessary enquiry has been 
conducted into the application of Shri. Rajiv Jha, National Vice President of Kesariya 
Hindu Vahiini, Usgao, Ponda - Goa regarding permission for use of Sound System on 
vehicle for Shobha Yatra and it revealed as under. 


The applicant stated in the application that on the occasion of Shri Ram Navami 
they the Kesariya Hindu Vahini with the help of all Hindutva Sanghatan and temple 
committee of Mormugao have decided to do a Shri Ram Navami Shobha Yatra on 
10/04/2022 from 14:30 hrs to 19:30 hrs from Upasnagar, Sancoale to Vasco Railway 
Station via Birla — Zari - MES — Dabolim — Varnapuri - Mangoor — Baina — Belabai and 
end at Vasco Railway Station. Applicant further disclosed that there will be around 1000 
bike & 50-60 Cars for the rally and 50 volunteer will be deployed for the rally to monitor the 
traffic and other required things. And will have 03 stops for water & cold drink at MES 
Ground, KV2 Varnapuri, Mangoor Junction, & at Vasco Railway Station. 


In view of above, the applicant requested for permission for Shobha Yatra on 
Vehicle bearing No. GA-05-T-0620 & GA-05-T-3096 with sound system on 10/04/2022 
from 14:30 hrs to 19:30 hrs from Upasnagar, Sancoale to Vasco Railway Station via Birla 
— Zari - MES — Dabolim — Varnapuri — Mangoor — Baina — Belabai and ends at Vasco 
Railway Station. 


There is no objection to grant permission for Shobha Yatra on Vehicle bearing No. 
GA-05-T-0620 & GA-05-T-3096 with sound system on 10/04/2022 from 14:30 hrs to 19:30 
hrs fron Upasnagar, Sancoale to Vasco Railway Station via Birla — Zari - MES — Dabolim 
— Varnapuri ~- Mangoor — Baina — Belabai and ends at Vasco Railway Station within the 
jurisdiction of Vasco Police Station, provided the direction of Hon’ble Supreme court and 
Goa State Pollution Control Board are abided. The applicant may be directed to obtain 
necessary permission from competent authority. However the guidance issued by the 


Government should be followed strictly by maintaining social distances in view of Covid - 
19, 


Original reference is enclosed herewith. 
Yours Faithfully, 


Ly, 
Police Inspector, 
Vasco,Police Station. 


Submitted through, 
SDPO Vasco 
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